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The meeting was moderated by Vice President Bo Holly. He first explained that the 
February MAGS meeting had been canceled because the date conflicted with Grace 
Church's Lenten use of the room and that it had not been possible to find an alternative 
site. He advised that the May meeting would be held in the sanctuary of the church. 

Lyn Foster discussed the planning for a MAGS sponsored genealogy workshop. There 
are too many conflicts for it to occur this spring so it is now being targeted for fall 2002. 

Lyn also discussed the status of nominations for MAGS officers for 2002-2003. She still 
needs nominations for the positions of Treasurer and Recording Secretary. The slate of 
nominees will be presented to the April meeting. 

There was also a request for volunteers to help Ruth with hospitality at the meetings. 

The speaker for the evening was Mrs. Stone. Her topic was early gravestones and their 
evolution in religious meanings and art forms. Her talk was based on an extensive set of 
slides of gravestones in various New Jersey cemeteries and others in adjoining states. 

She noted that for the period 1660 to 1800 half of gravestones were dedicated to children. 
This reflects the very high infant and childhood mortality of the period. 

She pointed out the changes in ornamentation over the years. The earliest gravestones had 
only the simplest of decoration beginning with crossed bones and then adding a head or 
skull. Later the head evolved into a face with wings and with puffy cheeks indicating that 
the breath of life was being blown out. 

Many of the colonial era gravestones were signed by the stone cutter. Often each stone 
cutter had distinctive style elements such as trees and coffins. Gravestones showed 
increasing realism as time pasted. Materials also changed over time with the early 
sandstone giving way to marble about 1830 and then to granite in the late 1800s. 

Gravestones evolved from simple headstones to monuments such as statues. Lambs were 
often used on children's monuments. As they became more ornate they also became 
manufactured rather than locally carved. Sears Roebuck offered a line that was cement 
over metal prefabrication with only the inscription panel requiring specific preparation. 

Finally the gravestone gave way to the enclosed mausoleum. She showed slides of one of 
the most elaborate in Greenwood Cemetery, Brooklyn. 
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